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Harvard Historical Commission

Regular Meeting – Periodicals Room, Old Library

Agenda – Wednesday September 7, 2011

“Oversee modifications to the Harvard Common and Shaker Village Historic Districts in accordance with state and local bylaws, and generally support historical preservation in Harvard.”

Activity:

1. Review minutes of August 3, 2011 (15 minutes). (7:00 – 7:15 pm)
2. Town Hall application (Tim Bragan) (7:15 – 7:30 pm)

3. Public comment, if any (7:30 – 7:45 pm)

4. George Watkins (window replacement, continued from August 3) (7:45 – 8:15) (CC)

5. Discuss edits: Design Guidelines, Operating Procedures  (8:15 – 8:30 pm) (PM)

6. Congregational Church application for CPC funds (Pat Jennings) (8:30 – 8:45 pm)

7. Final report from real estate procedures working group (8:45-9:00 pm) (RS, JW)

8. Nominating Committee (9:00 – 9:15 pm) (RS, RS)

9. Other business: next district Perambulation; SBG update; Fruitlands-sponsored SVHD walk on Sunday September 18 1 – 3 pm); distribute and discuss goals for 5 year strategic plan; other

“Another new feature of these years around the turn (of the l9th century) was the emergence of a number of private entrepreneurial ventures, most of them revolving around Colonel Henry Bromfield. In the late 1780’s Colonel Bromfield and a few similarly minded men became convinced that there was silver in Oak Hill, and organized a mining operation. This venture lingered on for about four or five years, producing a large hole that can still be seen in the south slope of Oak Hill, but no great amount of silver…in 1805 (Colonel Bromfield’s) group obtained approval of the town, and the Union Turnpike was put in operation…Madigan Lane was once a part of the turnpike; if one were to walk due west from the junction of Madigan Lane and Prospect Hill Road, down the slope of Prospect Hill and across the railroad tracks, one would find in the swampy lowlands near the Nashua a raised causeway that was for two decades a part of the turnpike, but is now in sad disrepair.” (pp 81 – 82, R. Anderson, Directions of a Town)
